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ITbe State of the Sugar Plantations 
conſider d, and more eſpecially 
that of the Iſland of Barbadoes, 
B ribbees, the following Conſiderations: 
ſhall be more particularly apply'd to 


that, ef] pecially, ſeeing with reſpect to the 
Eeclefiaſtical, Civil, and Military Govern- 
ment, Agriculture and Trade; it differs but 
very little from the reſt of the Iſlands, ſo that 
the Regulations that may be offer'd in the fol- 
lowing Paper, intended to better the State of 
that Iſland, with reſpe& to the above parti- 
culars, may with very ſmall Variation ſerve. 
the others. 

The firſt thing propos'd to be confider'd, is 
the Eccleſiaſtical Government of that Iland; 
indeed it can ſcarce Challenge the Name of 
a Church Government. There are Eleven 
Pariſhes, to which the Governor has the 
Preſentation, by Virtue of Her Majeſty's 

| B Com- 


Arbadoes being the Windwardmoſt 
Iſland, and moſt valuable of the Ca- 


19 
Commiſſion, that gives him the Character of 
Ordinary: By this Power alſo the Governor 
grants Licences for Marriages, Probates of 
Wills, Letters of Adminiſtration, and Guar- 
dianſhip; and indeed this Power has been too 


often executed very illegally; ſome Gover- 


nors of late Years having contrary to the di- 0 


fections of the Law, granted thoſe things for 


Mony, where of right they ought not to have 
been granted, to the great Oppreſſion and Dam- 
mage of the Inhabitants, and perverting of 
Juſtice. 


The Lord Biſhop of London is ſaid to be 


the Dioceſan over all the Northern Colonies, 
as well as the Southern Iſlands ; but as it 


has 2ppear'd hitherto, he has little more Ju- 


riſdiction over Church Affairs than an In- 


ſpection, becauſe of the aforeſaid Power lodg- 
ed in the Governor; for as yet there has 


been no ſettled Form of Government of the 
Church in theſe Places. That Primitive 
Prelate has upon all Occaſions ſhewn' a Fa- 
therly Affection to the Church in thoſe Parts, 
both by his repeated Advice to the Governors 
and Miniſters, and by extending his Charity, 
and giving Aſſiſtance in many remarkable 


Inſtances. But what ever diſcouragements 
the Miniſters of the Church might lie under; 


or if at any time Miſunderſtandings might 
ariſe amongſt themſelves, between them and 
their Pariſhioners, or between them and the 

Civil 
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* of Civil Government; there has been hitherto 
nor Ino certain or legal Standard to deliberate 
of ff upon, and determine theſe matters, 


Uar- lt was but a few Years ſince theMiniſters had 


and ſo were at the Mercy of their Pariſhioners, 
ho were not oblig'd to allow them in each 
WP ariſh above 100 l. per Annum; (that Mony 
being 28 per Cent leſs then Sterling) and 
ſome Pariſhes not ſo much. Indeed during the 
Government of Sir Bevill Granvill, an Act 
Paſs'd obliging every Pariſh to give their Mi- 
o be niſter one Hundred and Fifty Pounds per An- 
lies, ¶ num; and likewiſe aſcertain'd their Perquiſites, 
is it and the manner of Payment; all which before 
Ju- was very Precarious. But to this Day there 
In-Yarc but Four of the Eleven Pariſhes thar 
»dg-Mhave Houſes and Glebes ; ſo that the other 
hasWSevenMiniſtersare in a manner Non-Reſidents, 
the being ſometimes under a neceſſity of Boarding 
tive themſelves, or having Houſes Remote from 
Fa- their Pariſhes, towards which their one 
arts, Hundred and Fifty Bounds, will not go fo far 
nors © there, as Forty Pounds in any part of England, 
beſides the great Inconveniences that muſt in 
| conſequence attend them and their Pariſthio- 
ners, in the Performance of the ſeveral Parts 
Jof their Function. And notwithſtanding its 
ight fa1d, that the Governors for many Lears paſt, 
andi have had it in their Inſtructious from Her 


| the} Majeſty and Her Royal Predeceſſors, to take 


any certain Allowances for their Subfiſtance ; 
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(4) 
proper Meaſures to provide Houſes and Glebes; 
and that the Miniſters have from Time to 
Time, apply'd to the ſaid Governors for ſuch 
purpoſe ; yet they have been ſo far from be- 
ing reliev'd from the ſaid Hardſhips on them 
and their Families, that they have been ſome- 
times upon ſuch Applications, mal. treated and 
brought under contempt, with their Pari- 
ſhioners, and in many other Caſes, have been 
by the Arbitrary Power of the ſaid Gover- 
nors Oppreſs'd, even with Intent to bring 
them in Diſgrace with the People. Theſe 
are the true reaſons why Religion does not 
make greater Progreſs in thoſe Parts. And 
until there be firſt, a well ſetled Church Go- 
vernment in theſe Colonies, it will be pre- 
poſterous and in vain, to Attempt the Bapti- 
{ing the Slaves; for though Religion and Sla- 
very are not at all Inconſiſtent ; yet the Con- 
ſtitution of the Colonies are ſuch, that there 
will be great difficulties to ſurmount, and can 
never be overcome, till in the firſt Place the 
Church be ſetled, upon a good and laſting 
Foundation. This may bring the Maſters of 
the Slaves, and the other Inhabitants who 
Profeſs Chriſtianity, to more ſerious Impreſ- 
ſions of Religion. This will give the Mini- 
ſters Credit and Authority, and deliver them 
from that Contempt, that the very Negroes 
have obſerv'd they have ſometimes lain under; 
this will make thein Circumſpe& and Exam- 


(5) 


es; Wary in their Lives; this will oblige Gover- 


to rs to conform themſelves to the Queens 
ch Fommands, and deliver the Miniſters out of 
de- Heir Clutches, and will Eſtabliſh the Inha- 
m KHitants in all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, upon a good 
1e- Woot, even as to their Property. And in the 
nd d lead all Her Majeſty's Subjects in thoſe 
ri- Hurts, to obſerve their Duty, better to God: 
en Her Majeſty, and to one another. 
er- ¶ And when its obſerv'd that the late Collonel 
ng odrington has given to the Society pro propa- 
ele Nanda fide Plantations, to the value of near 
10t Mooco l. to erect a College in the ſaid Iſland of 
nd Warbadoes, for the promoting of Piety and 
30- FLearning ; the aforeſaid Church Settlement 
re- May be thereby facilitated. Which Seminary 
Yti- Ind Church Settlement being united, will pro- 
la- MWuce good Effects upon the Inhabitants, both 
on- Frith reſpe& to Religion and good Manners ; 
ere Ind fo by conſequence the good Government 
can If the Place. And ſeeing that this is a Work 
the p neceſſary, it's hoped the aforeſaid Society 
ing Pill not deliberate long upon it, but bring it 
of p paſs very ſon. 

The next thing propos'd is the Conſidera- 
Won of the Civil Government; to begin with 
Hat, it muſt be obſerv'd, that Her Majeſty and 
ler Royal Predeceſſors, ever ſince the Purchaſe 
oes If the Propriety from my Lord Kznnoule,(who 


er; Fas the Deſcendant of the Earl of Carliſle, the 


m- Þrlt Proprietor) have by Commiſion under the 
5 | 5 a Great 


(6) | 
Great Seal of England, appointed Governor 
to take the Adminiſtration of the Government 
of that Iſland ;, and together with ſuch Com 
miſſion, Inſtructions has always been given td 
ſuch Governors, for the better Performance of 
the ſaid Truſts; and more particularly Twelvd 
of the beſt of the Inhabitants, have been gene 
rally appointed to Conſtitute a Council to joynllh 
with the ſaid Governor, to adviſe him in the 
moſt arduous Affairs relating to theſaidGover 
ment, and by virtue of the {aid Iuſtructions, th. 
Governor has been directed to give the Inhabj 
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tants the Privilege to chooſe Two of the moſſhirt 
conſiderable Freeholders out of each Pariſh, te! 


conſtitute an Aſſembly; who, together withc! 


the ſaid Governor, and Council, are to mad 


the Body of the Legiſlature impower'd, to makWnt 


Laws for the good Government of the Place t 


and for raiſing of Mony for the Support an Mei 
defence of the ſaid Iſland; in the paſling qe 
which Laws, the Governor has a negativ id 
Voice; and if he ſhould at any time Conſent ie 

any Act of Council and Aſſembly, that ough n 
not to be paſſed, Her Majeſty hasreſerv'd to He ou 
ſelf the Power of repealing the ſaid Law. Th « 
Governor by Virtue of the ſaid CommiſſioWan 
and Inſtructions, and the Laws of the Iſland I 
has Power to erect a Court of Chancery, a Couf od 
of Appeals or Errors, from the Judgments ie 

the Inferior Courts of the Iſland; all Matteſhe 
of Equity being addreſs'd to the Govern ecl 


9) 

nor$ Chancellor, by Bill, and Appeals, or Writs 
nent Error, by Petition; ſo that this as the 
om ſt Reſort, either Affirm or Reverſe, the 
n tqqudgments of the Inferior Courts; ſuch as 


de ofthe Court of Common Pleas, Court of Ex- 
elviſhequer and Admiralty; and Judgments given 
ene i the Juſtices of the Peace, where they are 
joynW the Acts of the Iſland made Judges. | 
| thY Since the Settlement Purſuant to the faid 
ern Commiſſion, Acts have beenPaſs'd &Confirm'd 
s thy Her Majeſty, and Her Royal Predeceſſors, 
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ſtabliſhing the aforeſaid Courts. And more 
articularly the Courts of Common Pleas; of 
teſe there ate Five, in Five ſeveral Precincts; 
ch Judge having Four Aſſiſtants, all appoin- , 
d by the Governor ; by, and with the Con- 
nt, and Advice of the Council; and if any 
them happen to be Guilty of any fault in - 
ter Office, they are not to be removed by 
e Governor, without the Concurrence of the 
id Council; the Juſtices of the Peace are in 
te ſame manner appointed to Act and Do 
matters relating to the Peace and Beha- 
our in many Caſes, as the Juſtices do here, 
Thi otherwiſe, as the particular Acts of the 
i{hoFand directs. | 
land There are ſeveral - Laws concerning the 
:ouſÞÞod Government of Covenant Servants, 
ats e Poor, the Veſtries of each Pariſh, 
atteſhe High Ways, the Fortifications, to be 
ernafcecuted by the Juſtices of the m_— or 
other- 
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: otherwiſe, as the ſaid Laws direct: Sc 


ſtructions, there's good Proviſion made for 
the good Government of Her Majeſty's Su 
jects, provided there is a juſt and honeſt 
Execution of them. But the Governors tho 
pretty well, limited in manner aforeſaid, yet P. 


ing the main Hinge upon which all the G 


de 


reſt muſt move, by Avarice and Love of 
Power, often put the whole Machine out of 
Order; who not being content with the Pro 
viſion made by the Crown for their Mainte Cc 
nance and other legal Advantages, ſufficienf : 
to ſupport the Honour and Dignity of the 
Government, run into many indire& Mea 
ſures to grow Rich, diſuniting the Inhabi 
tants for that purpoſe into Parties, ſelling Pe 
Tuſtice in all, or moſt Cafes, where they 
have Power to Adminiſter it, or can Influ 
ence the ſame ; of this many remarkable In 
ſtances can be given; ſo that inſtead of ſu 
porting the Frame of the Government Eſta 
bliſh'd in manner- aforeſaid, and improving 
of it for Her Majeſty's Honour, and the beueti 
of Her Dominions; they are intent upon nc 
thing but their own private Gain, to th. 
great prejudice of both. * | 
There are in the ſaid Iſland ſeveral Office 
held by Pattent from Her Majeſty, under th 
Great Seal of this Kingdom; ſuch as the Se 
cretary of the Iſland, who is Publick Notary 
| — All 
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4 Court of Common Pleas. 
derable Office is the Regiſter of the Court of 


ts 
\ 


RE - 

and in whoſe: Office all Deeds, Conveyances 
Wills, Adminiſtrations, Letters of Guardian - 
ſhip, are recorded; indeed it is a publick 
Office of Record, and from this Office Iſſues 
Licences for Ships, and Tickets for People 


chat leave the Iſland: The Secretary by the ſaid 


Pattent is appointed Secretary to the Gover- 
nor, and Clerk of the Councils, and of the 
The next conſi- 


Chancery, who keeps all the Records of that 
Court, and from whence Iſſue all the Writs 
of the ſaid Court of Chancery. This Officer 
is alfo Clerk of the Crown and Peace, and as 
ſuch attends the Grand Seſſions, Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, and Quarter Seſſions of the 


JPeace; which General Seſſions are held twice 


a Year, by Virtue of Her Majeſty's moſt 
Gracious Inſtructions to the Governors: In 
which Courts all Treaſons, Felonies, Breaches 
of the Peace, and Miſdemeanors, &c. are 
tryed in the ſame manner as they are here. 


{ The Attorney General who of late Years has 


his Patent from Her Majeſty, and the Solici- 
tor General appointed by the Governor pro- 
ſecutes theſe Crimes in the Queens behalf: 
Her Majeſty by Her Inſtructions is alſo gra- 


Jciouſly pleaſed to grant to the Inhabitants . 


the benetit of the Habeas Corpus. 
The next Office is s Provoſt Marſhal, and 


Ser⸗ 
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() 
Serjeant at Arms; who by his Patent is Marſhal 
of ill the Courts 'of Common Pleas 5 he Exe- 
cutes all the Writs of the Court of Chancery, 
and Court of Common Pleas, all Warrants of 
Arreſt, and indeed all State Writs; he alſo 
attends the Perſon of the Governor on all pub- 
lick oceafions. 

There is a Naval Officer, and the Officers 
relating to the Duty of the 43, thoſe Two 
are appointed; the laſt for Collecting the ſaid 
Duty, and in the firſt all Ships are Enter'd, 
and Searchers are appointed to ſee that the 
Ads of Trade are obſerved. 

The Officers of the Exchequer and Court 
of Admiralty, are much after the ſame man- 
ner as they are here, the firſt of theſe roi 
ted by the Governor. 

There is alſo a Court of Eſcheats, to en- 
quire into Forfeitures to Her Majeſty. 

There is likewiſe a Clerk of the Market, 
who has the Inſpection into Weight and 
Meaſure, as 1t 1s here. 

All the Offices in the Iſland but Two or 
Three, held by Her Majeſty's Patent, have 
no Sallary annex'd to them; but have Fees, 
which Fees are moſt of them appointed by the 
Laws of the Iſland, and taken by Cuſtom; but 
thoſe Laws are not ſo clear, nor the F es ſo 
well ſettled as they ought to be, which has given 
moſt of the Governors hitherto occaſion to make 


the Patent Officers very uneaſ y. by Illegal Ex- 
actions 
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actions of Money from them; from thence 
have: ariſen Contentions between the Gover- 
nors and the ſaid Officers; and Complaints 
have been made to Her Majeſty ſeveral Times, 
by the ſaid Parties, ſo that it would be very 
neceſſary to adjuſt and ſettle theſe Fees and De- 
mands, and the differences about them, by a 
Law ; and it were well alſo that the Fees of 
Attornies, and the Gentlemen of the Law, 
were better regulated. | I biss 
Tbere is but one valuable Imployment in 
this Iſland, which is not held of the Queen; 
and that is the Treaſurer: He is an Officer 
appointed to Collect the Excife, and other 
Taxes, laid on the {nhabitants by the Gover- 
nor, Council, and Aﬀembly ; he is nominated 
annually in the Act that lays the Exciſe: 
There have been great Contentions about no- 
minating this Officer; ſometimes the Gover- 
nor, ſometimes the Governor and Council; 
and at other Times the Aſſembly have nomi- 
nated; by which means great Parties have been 
made, and Diviſions have ariſen, not only to 
the interruption of the publick Buſineſs, but 
to the Loſs of many Thouſand Pounds at Times; 
for thereby the Exciſe Act has been delayed, 
and great Importations have been made of Wines 
and ſtrong Liquors, without paying any Duty; 
ſo that it might be a great eaſe to the Inha- 
bitants, and advantage to the Publick, if Her 
Majeſty put an end to this Annual Conten- 
| C 2 tion, 


tion, by granting a Patent for tlie Execution 
of this Office; and this ſeems to come as na- 
turally under Her Majeſty's Care, as any of 
the other Patent Offices; this Officer being 
only Collector of the publick Mony, which 
is the Queens Money, whatever the uſes may 


be that it is appropriated to; and which is at 


laſt to be accounted for to Her Majeſty, ac- 
cording to every Governors Inſtructions. This 
would likewiſe prevent miſapplication and 
ſinking of the publick Money, which 1s often 
practiced by a confederacy between the Go- 
vernor and the "Treaſurer, who is a Creature 
made by his own. Power and Influence. 
The Judges of the aforeſaid Courts being 
appointed out of the Inhabitants, by the Go+ 
vernor, and few of them being bred to the 
Law, it is ſome difficulty for them to be right 
in their Judgments, in ſome intricate Caſes; 
the Council at the Bar being of late Years Men 
brought up at the Univerſities, and Inns of 
Court; but if the Governor wou'd impartially 
appoint thoſe, who are the moſt ſkilful, and 
have moſt experience, the Buſineſs might be 
well enough done ; eſpecially if any Sallary 
were allotted to the Chief Judges; for then 
there might be found amongſt the Inhabitants, 
thoſe who are bred to, and who underſtand 
the Law; who wou'd-undertake ſuch Truſt, 
and conſidering that the great Buſineſs of thoſe 
Courts depends on the Cuſtoms and Laws of 
| | the 


the Ifland, much more than the Common 
Law); the preſent Conſtitution under ſome 
Regulation will do much better than a Chief 
Juſtice from hence, who will be tb ſeek in 
the ' greateſt. part of the Buſineſs, though he 
may. better underſtand the Common Law of 
neland;; for indeed all the Judicial Writs 
have their riſe and form from the Laws of the 
Iſland, and Antient Cuſtom; ſo that a Stranger 
70u'd be at a Loſs, unleſs there were a great 
alteration in theſe things, and ſo a great ſub- 
erſion of the Conſtitution. 20 noi 
The ſame reaſons may be given againſt a 
hancellor, ſor indeed if a Chief Juſtice and 
Chancellor were tobe ſent from hence, there 
ou'd be little or no uſe for the Governor and 
duncil, and then Her Majeſty's Commiſſion 
nd Inſtructions muſt have a very great alte- 
ation; and the Laws Eſtabliſning the Court 
If Chancery, Court of Errors and Grievances, 
nd Common Pleas, muſt beat an End; unleſs 
ere were an Appeal from thoſe Two Judges 
the Governor and Council, which would 
em to contradict the deſign of Eſtabliſhing 
em: And if there has been occaſions for com- 
laints againſt the Governors for wrong, and 
dmetimes: corrupt Judgment; what Securit! 
ave you for the laſt of theſe Two Evils from 
ele Two new Judges; its very obſervable that 
s oftner for want of Honeſty than Skill, that 
dgments are wrong in the ſeveral 2 
1 


tants, who want Money and Friends here t 


| | (14) 
If the Governor be an honeſt Man, and 
when any Complaints are made by the 
People, they are redreſſed, there is little fear 
but the Law will have a due courſe in that 
Hland, as well as in other Places: it has been 
ſaid ſome Tryals of this kind have been made 
to very little Advantage in ſome other Colonies. 
There's nothing that can conduce more toi 
the Preſervarion of the Liberty and Property 
of the Inhabitants, and the good Government 
of theſe Colonies, than the exact Deter mi- 
nation of the Appeals and Complaints ſen 
hither. By Her Majeſty's Inſtructions to the 
Governors, no Appeal is to be granted from 
any Judgment given there, under the Sum o 
Five Hundred Pounds; and yet ſometime 
on Petition ro Her Majeſty, Appeals have 
been granted for a leſs Sum. This gives u 
certainty in Appeals, and ſeems to defeat thi 
purpoſes of the ſaid Inſtructions, which arg"! 
to prevent multiplicity of Appeals, and th 
difficulty that may attend the poor Inhab 


proſecute ſuch Appeals: Befides, upon A 
peals, there's ſeldom more coſt given here thai 
Five Pounds, and the Proſecution falls un? 
der little leſs Charge than Fifty Pounds, ſome" 
times double that Money; ſo that if an Aj 
peal be allowed for 100 J. if the Charges Hr 
ſo high, a poor Man will rather ſubmit to ti 
loſs of the Judgment given in his favour, th: ſu 
Proſecute an Appeal, The 


r 


(95 
Then as to the publick Complaints from the 
Jolonies, which e are referr'd to the 

>rds Commiſſioners for Trade, there has been 
rreat difficulty in the impartial Determination 
bf theſe Complaints, becauſe they are ſeldom 
epreſented to them in a clear Light, The 
Information from Merchants, and the Propri- 
tors that live here, being very uncertain, for 
hey muft' depend on the Account they have 
rom their Friends in the Colonies ;, however 
heſe of the beſt Credit here, are moſt to be 
:lyed on. But its a good Rule for the Lords 
ommiſſioners, that in all Caſes of Complaint, 
ach as Sufpenſtons of Patent Officers, NM! u- 
rs of the Counſel, or others, the Pari ve 
e Charges againſt them given o them, nd 
eir Defence taken; and fo both the Char- 
s and Anſwers tranſmitted hither ut4ler the 
eal of the Iſland, or if ir be refuſed by the Go- 
rnor, then under the Hand and Se.t of one 
two Juſtices of the Peace, or a Miter in 
hancery, for the Governor Affixes the Seal 
the Iſland to all Papers himſelf, and that 
d Affidavit be taken, but when the Parties 
e gummon'd to croſs Examine, and all theſe 
wings fairly enter'd upon Record, and tranf- 
Itted; will put ſuch Complaints in ſo clear 
ight, that Juſtice will be done impartially; 
r want of ſuch proceedings the Innocent 
ave ſuffer'd, and the Guilty inſtead of being 
Inſur'd have had their Conduct approv'd "on : 
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And ſuch Methods are; alſo conform to Her 
Maj jeſty's s Inſtructions, which direct that all 
Her Subje&s ſhall be heard before Judgment 
be given; and this is alſo natural Jattice. 
The next thing to be treated of, is the Mi- 
litary Part in this Iſland; there are Six Regi- 
ments of Foot, Two Regiments of Horſe, and 
a Troop calld the Troop of Guards which 
— wg chiefly of the 3 and Inhabi- 


tants of the principal Town; This is the Mi- 


litia of the Iſland: The Landed Men, viz, 
the Proprietors of the Land, being obliged for 
every 100 Acres of Land, to Accoutre "Three 
Footmen, and one Horſeman, So that for 
- 20 Acres of Land a Footman muſt be 
fitted, with a Muſquet, Sword, and Cartouch 


Box and Ammunition ; and if the Proprietor 


has Forty Acres, then heeither Rides his own 
Horſe, or ſends a Horſeman accoutred; The 
Officers are ox ought to be of the beſt. of the 
Inhabitants, and the Regulation and Diſcipline 


of the Militia, 1s directed and appointed by an 


Act of the Iſland: In Time of War they ge- 
nerally in the ſeveral Precincts are exerciſed 
once every Month; if any number of Ships 
appear in Sight of the Iſland, above Twelve; 

then the Ifland is alarm'd, ſo that the whole 
Militia repair to the Sea Shore, all along 


the Bayes where Boats can Land, there i: 


are F Pres or Batteries , ne about 
Iwo 


1 1 

Two Hundred Guns; very few of which 
are above whole Culverins, And its ob- 
ſervable that there is no Landing upon the 
Eaſtermoſt Parts of the Iſland, and very little 
to the North or South; moſt of the Landin 
Places being towards the Weſt, or eee. 
Part of the Iſland. The Government of theſe 
Forts is given to the feveral Colonels of 
the Militia, according to their ſeveral Di- 
ſtricts; the Officers are all appointed by Com- 
miſſion from the Governor, or Commander 
in Chief; for it muſt be underſtood that in 
caſe of the Death or Demiſe of the Gover- 
nor, the Government Devolves on the Coun- 
cil, and the eldeſt Councellor Acts as Com- 
mander in Chief; and Executes the Queens 
Commands and Inſtructions, which direct 
how the ſaid Council ſhall proceed: The 
Act Eftabliſhing the Militia, directs how 
thoſe Batteries ſhall be defended; and what 
Meaſures alſo are to be taken to prevent In- 
ſurrection of the Negroes, and the like, but 
his Law is very Defective, and might be 
made much more eafie to the Inhabitants, 
The Batteries in this Ifland are much out of 
Repair; indeed there is not one regular Fortiſi- 
cation; though ſome Tears ago one was carry d 
a great length by Colonel Lilh, a very expert, 
ingenious, and diligent Engeneer, and that at 
a vaſt Expence, but * Finiſh'd yet; the 

G- 


(18) 


2 lay'd an Exciſe every Vear, and 
a Powder Duty on Ships, towards the main 
tenance of theſe Fortifications, but that goe 
but a little way in the Expence, There is i 
this Ifland no Harbour for SIPS, which! is 
a great Diſadvantage both to Her Majeſty's, and 
the Merchant Ships; eſpecially in a Hurracang 
and War Time; there is an Inlet near Car 
liſle-bay, that might be made an Harbour 
with ſome Expence; ſome have offer'd tc 
undertake it, but cou'd never meet with En 
couragement from the Publick ; it having been 
hitherto the conſtant Practice of almoſt ever 
Governor, to fruſtrate thoſe things to, carry 0 
their own private. Advantage and. Gain it 
wou'd, be of prodigious Advantage, and great 
Security to the Colony, to Her Majeſty": 
Ships, and alſo great Encouragement tc 
Trade, if ſuch an Harbour were made. 
But that which is very remarkable in thi 
conſiderable Iſland, there never yet has been 
publick Houſe Built for the fitting. of thi 
Chief Courts of the Governor and Council 
and for the General Seſſions; nor indeed: 
publick Priſon.; the reaſon that the Inha 
bitants give for this i is, that they ſay the Dui 
ty of the 4.3 was rais d for this purpoſe ; ani 
this is reall 4 the Fact, and it was ſo recog 
niz d in Parliament ſome Years ago; it wer 
to be wiſk'd that this Duty as it is Collect 
mig 
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n 
ight be applyed there, and not Ship'd for 
Britain, contrary to the er in the ſaid Act 


85 ind great loſs of that Revenue; this wou'd 
ich i Encourage and enable the Inhabitants to 
andliniſh the regular Fort, upon which fo 
yy uch Money has been already laid out, 
Car Build or make this Harbour; to erect a 
bourPeſſion-houſe, and a Priſon; for want of a 


ficient Priſon, many Criminals and Debtors, 
aily Eſcape ; which is a great hardſhip upon 
„e Provoſt Marſhal, who is keeper of the 
Poal, and in danger of being ſubjected to Suits 


7 


V4 ſty's Honour, the good of Her Subjects, 


15 1 nd the Advancement of Trade. 
The laſt things under Conſideration are 
e Agriculture, and Trade of this Iſland; 


it "WG to the firſt of theſe Two, no Country that 


known to Europeans ever exceeded this in 
en W$"1cu)ture, it has been ſaid that if the Soil 
We this Iſland had not been improv'd, but 
M1gg'd and put aboard of the Ships and Veſ- 
Jeed Is that have traded thither ſince the Settle- 
Went, they might have been ſufficient to have 

Du ryed the whole Iſland away; but however 
" Nis may be thought an incredible and vulgar 


2 8 port; certainly this Iſland has, and may be 
"Ty Pain capable of employing annually above 
edel Ive Hundred Sail of Ships and Veſſels; the 


pr Eſcapes; all which wou'd be for Her Ma- 


rowth or Product of this Iſland are chiefly - 
D 3 Sugar, 
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Sugar, Rum, Moloſſes, Cotten, Ginger, Aloes, 


being Poor, the Tahabitants are forc'd to dung 


namon Trees at this Day. Therefore its 
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Caſſia, and ſome other things of leſs Value. 
There 1s great Induſtry in planting and manu- 


ring the Sugar Canes, inſomuch that the Land 


and 1mprove their Plantations, like ſo many 


Gardens: There are in this Iſland ſeveral ſorts] 


or ſpecies of Pepper, and it is not to be doub- 
ted, but all the Spices that grow in the Spice 
Iſlands wou'd grow here; its not many Years 
ſince a Cinnamon Tree was brought to Barba- 
does from the Eaſft-Indies, and was planted 
grew very well, and if it had not been by the 
unſkilfulneſs of the Perſon who pretended 
to manage it, who killed it; that Ifland 
might have been flouriſhing with ſeveral Cin- 


worth the conſideration of the Government, 
whether an Importation of ſuch Plants might 
not be neceſſary into an Iſland, where there 
is the greateſt Huſbandry and Skill that way, 
that has been ſeen or heard of; it has been 
but of few Years ſince, that any Caroa has 
been planted here; and its very plain, that 
when the Inhabitants find it their Advantage, 


they can ſoon raiſe a good Quantity of that 
Commodity; and if ſuch Improvements can] 
be made from our own Plantations, certainly Mi 


ſome Applications way be needful that way. 
The laſt thing that is to be treated of, 1s 


( 
oes, the Trade of this Place, under that Head are 
lue. ¶ comprehended the Import and Export, and 
mu- the ſeveral Places or Countries concern'd in 
andi this Trade. The Acts of Trade made chiefly: 
lung in King Charles's Time, confin'd the Trade 
any hof this Iſland, principally to England; excep- 
ſorts ting the Importation of Proviſion and Servants 
dub from Ireland and Scotland; but every thing 
elſe, eſpecially of the Manufacture of theſe 
ingdoms, are by the ſaid Laws prohibited, 
under ſevere Penalties, excepting Scotland, 


ntedMWince the Union of the Two Kingdoms. This 
/ theMſland was by the ſame Act reſtrained from the 
1dedmportation of Sugars, and other the Product 
landWnto Ireland; unleſs firſt Entry made in Eng- 


and, and the Duty Paid here; ſeveral other 
Prohibitions are made in the ſaid Acts, as 


ent, may appear upon Peruſal of them, which re- 
1ght main ſtill upon Ireland and all other Nations, 
hereFÞut Great-Britain; excepting the Northern 
way, Nolonies, with whom the Sugar Plantations 
been have a great Trade, for Sugar, Rum, Moloſ- 
| has Mes ; and all other the Product of the Sugar 


olonies, and in return from thence, have Beef, 
Pork, Mackerel, Cod Fiſh, Oyl, Horſes, Oates, 

Beans, Bread, Flower, Bear, Butter, Candles, 
W allow, Cyder, and indeed all ſuch Commo- 

lities as are produced in Great- Britain. The 
product of Barbados, and the reſt of the Su- 
gar Plantations, Pay but a {mall Duty 1 the 
| 77 | or- 


(229) 
Northern Plantations, eſpecially Rum; thoſe 

Northern Parts conſume many Thouſand' of 
. Hogſheads of that Spirit; whereas in Britain 
5 there is ſo great a Duty and Exciſe upon it, 


3 that it Amounts to a Prohibition; and it may 
ꝛiot be an improper enquiry, whether if the 
15 Exciſe and Duty on Rum, which is better 

"ey than Four Shillings per Gallon, were brought 

10 down to one Shilling per Gallon; it might. 
. not only advance the Revenue, but bring f 
1 great Profit to the Kingdom: This great Tax 


3 
ö on Rum leſſens the Importation fo much, that 
; there are not above one Hundred Hogſheadsli 
enter'd at the Cuſtom Houſe from Barbados; 
in one Year, by a modeſt Computation; this 
does not bring to the Crown. above Two 
| Thouſand Pounds per Annum; whereas if the 
| Tax was lower'd to one Shilling per Gallon 
. it might Produce an Importation of Ten Thou 
s ſand Hogſheads, which at one Shilling Exciſe 
bl! and Cuſtom, each Hogſhead containing at leaf 
1 one Hundred Gallons, will make to the 
b Crown Fifty Thouſand Pounds Sterling; and 
* if this Rum were to be Sold at Two Shilling 
7/0 more per Gallon, which is a low Price, then 
the Importation hither wou'd amount to 
one Hundred Thouſand Pounds more; the 
only Objection that has any Appearance of 
Truth is, that this Importation of Spirit 
from the Plantation, wou'd hinder the Con 
| ſump 


(a4) 5 
umption of Malt that the Diſtillers makes 
ere. But there are Two conſiderations that 
will not only Anſwer this Objection, but 
Nemonſtrate the Weakneſs and Fallacy of it, 
and the reaſonableneſs and Advantage of this 
mportation of Rum; and that if we cou'd 
Wonſume Forty Thouſand Hogſheads, which 
ne Sugar Colonies make Annually, it wou'd 
n proportion advance the Revenue and Trade 
f this Kingdom; for if its conſider'd that 
delide the great addition to the | 
ereby all the Profits of this Rum muſt be 
aid out by the Merchant and Agent for the 
lanters, in the Produce and Manufacture of 
is Kingdom; ſuch as Herrings, Cod Fiſh, 
zeef, Pork, Bread, Beans, Oates, Flower, 
le, Bear, Cyder, Butter, Tallow, Cal 
Woopes, Iron, Pewter, Braſs, Copper, Woollen, 
innen, Shooes, Hats, Stockins; and indeed, 
. all the ManafaQure of this Kingdom; and 
Wat many more Ships muſt be employed in the 
nportation of this Rum, and exporting the 
fects thereof from hence, the greateſt Part 
which the Sugar Colonies have from New 
gland, Penſilvania, New Turk, Virginia, Ca- 
„ina, &c. then it is not doubted, but that 
s will infinitely over Ballance the ſmall 
onſumption of Malt made by the Diſtillers, 
Jhich is more pretence than a Reality; but 
next conſideration will further * 
that 


— * PX 4” - - by — — 
— 5 Py, — — 
„ . — 2 —= 
r 2 — 2 
— - 
+ 


e 


Mrs ay 4 > obs Bhs -- + 
AM. AS j ” * In rig | = Wy 


Sw = 
— — 
— 


* — —ũ—1 — 


3 Tt #a) : 


chat difficulty or doubt: And that is, if the 


- — 5 n 3 MS 4 
LY , . — + <v— — 4 — 1 | 2 
, - 
er AT Ine 


3 — — 
. aA xg 
— — 3 — 4 -—_- 


Planters were encouraged to improve their Su- 


gars in the Plantations, which can only be 


done by lowering the Duty on white Sugar, 
imported from the Plantations ; and rather 
laying a Duty on all Sugar improy'd here; 
then the Refiners and Diſtillers wou'd require 
more Malt to carry on their diſtilling Trade; 
for the Moloſſes or Surrups, that in the re- 
fining is ſeparated from the brown Sugar here, 
carries on the Fermentation with a very ſmall 
quantity of Malt; for the Conſumption of 
Malt wou'd be ſo much the more, that the 
Refiners were confin'd to leſs quantities of 


Sugar to be refin'd, which muſt be the con- 


ſequence of encouraging the Planters, by 
taking of their Duty on improv'd Sugars, and 
put the Foreign Trade (upon which de- 
pends the greateſt Conſumption of that 
Commodity) of Sugars into the Hands 
of the Plantations, who certainly are more 
capable of carrying it on againſt other Na- 
tions that make the Sugars, then a few 
Refiners here ; and yet there might be room 
enough for Refiners to Work ſufficient for 
this Kingdom ; but the Exportation of the 
Sugar improv'd here is a great diſcouragement 
to the Plantations, while the heavy Duty 


lies on the Sugar imported from the Colonies; fi 


if the Duty on all improv'd Sugar in the Plan- 
| tations, 


4 
tations, were reduced to Four or Five Shil- 
lings per Hundred, the Importation wou'd 
ariſe ſo much, that the Revenue wou'd increaſe 
in proportion 5 whereas this high Duty a- 
mounting to almoſt a Prohibition, the Impor- 
tation is the leſs, and ſo the Revenue the leſs, 
and the Improvement thrown into the Refi- 
ners Hands, who Pay no Duty on ſuch their 
Improvement, to the enriching of them, and 
diſcouraging the Planters, who are of much 
more Conſideration to the Kingdom. 

Certainly the Plantation Trade is the moſt 
conſiderable Branch of the Britiſh Trade, that 
is the Sugar Plantations; becauſe the whole 
Product of the Sugar Iſlands may be center'd 
in this Kingdom; for if the Importations by 
the aforeſaid Encouragement are encreas'd, 
then here muſt all the Money ariſing from 
thence be lodged; unleſs what is return'd to the 
Colonies in Manufacture as is above expreſſed, 
and the more the Sugar Colonies are improv'd, 
the greater the Importation muſt be, and fo 
by conſequence more Wealth Accrue to the 
«Bro : Whereas the Inhabitants of the Con- 
tinent of America, though on ſome other Ac- 

punt they may be Advantageous, yet they 
are in the above Manufactures Rivals to this 
ingdom, will in a little Time want nothing 


from hence, and are already become the very 


ariers of Merchandize, and can lay out their 
. 8 E | Im- 


(26) 
Improvements and Rithes in their own Coun- 7 
try, and fo extend their Dominions; whereas Iii 
the Inhabitants of the Sugar Colonies muſt I, 
have almoſt every thing they Eat, Drink, In 
and Wear, from this Kingdom; and all the}. 
neceſſaries for carrying on the Sugar Works Nr 
and what Money may be over and above ſuch 
Charge and Expence, is laid up in Britain; 
therefore its indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the 
Government, to cheriſh and ſupport this valu- ie 
able Trade, and to diſconrage all Attempts ton 
wreſt it out of our Hands; in order to this 
ſome Inſpections may be neceſſary into thi 
Trade from New England, and the Northern 
Colonies, to St. Thomas's Curaſoa and Suri 
nam; to the lift they ſend Horſes, by which 
they carry on their Sugar making, which pro- 
motes that Dutch Colony in that Manufacture; 
there is a Law or Order in Surinam, that 
theſe Northern Veſſels ſhall not be admitted to 
Trade with them, unleſs they bring ſuch af, 
number of Horſes ; and befides they Import 
from theſe Colonies dry Goods; by which 
means the Conſumption from Britain, and 
the Southern Plantations is much leſſen d; 
upon an exact enquiry ſome prejudices to out 
Trade may be found, that ought to be reme- 
died and prevented for the future. 

The laſt thing offer'd towards conſideration, 
of the Trade of the Sugar Colonies, is theſhne 
Trade 


SS 
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Trade to Africa, for theſe Two Trades are 


hey will make Sugar; and according to this 


ence it may be preſum'd, that the Govern- 


ſures to ſecure the African Trade to this 
Kingdom, as the principal means to ſecure 
he Sugar Trade, and the Sugar Planta- 
tons, which are ſo valuable to the Crown, 
and to Great Britain. 


about this Trade to Africa, and in the 


rant of Slaves; it is not proper in this 
Paper to enter into ſo large a Field, only this 
)bſervation may not be Impertinent, that it 


W4rbadoes, that an excluſive Company un- 


"What can ever Recover, Support, and Secure 
„ Fhat Trade; and this Opinion they found 
ation Experience, and more eſpecially in 
theſpne principal Point, which is, that if there 


like the Cauſe and the Effect, without one, 
the other cannot ſtand; that is, if the Colo- 
nies are not furniſh'd with Negtoes, they 
annot make Sugar; and the more and cheaper 
hey have Negroes, the more and cheaper 


Rule, they are to Decay or Flouriſh, either 
o keep the Trade or loſe it; ſo that from 


ment here will fall ſuddenly, on proper mea- 


There have been different Opinions, va- 
Fious Speculations, and many Contentions 


ean time the Plantations languiſh for 


s the Opinion of almoſt all the Planters in 


Jer proper Agreements, is the only means 


(28) 
are many Buyers on the Coaſt of Africa, the 
Africans take the Advantage of it; ſo that 
they muſt buy Dear, and if ſo, then they 
muſt ſell Dear; this will Ruin the Planter, 
if he buys Dear, or the Merchant if he ſells 
Cheaper than he buys ; whereas, if there be 
one buyer upon the Coaſt, the Negroes will 
be under a neceſlity to take what the ſingle 
buyer will give, when they bring the Slaves 
to Market; the Objection to this is, that as 
there is one Buyer, there is but one Seller; 
ſo that the Planters will be at the Mercy of 
this Seller. W it 

This has an appearance of Truth; but in Wi 
the firſt caſe there is an unavoidable and ne- u 
ceſſary Conſequence, and in this laſt hardly ti 
a probability Bird Company united, who buy FE 
Cheap may ſell ſo, and have a reaſonable Pro- 
fit; and if fo, its not to be ſupposd when Ila 
they have Embarqued a great Sum of Money ſun 
in their Stock, that they will ſell their Ne- th 
groes ſo dear, that the Planters are not able Hf. 
to buy them ; this wou'd determine the at 
Company in a few Years, beſides an excluſive uc 
Company are capable by their great Stock, 
to make proper Confederacies with the Ne- 
groes, and diſunite them from other Nations, 
and fo ſecure the Trade to Britain, what ever i 
have been the views of private Men, and may 


again be their Motives and Pretences for an 
* | open 


ſpect to Trade; its ho 


(29) 


open Trade; the general Experience of the 
Colonies is for an Excluſive Company. Its 
true in the Colonies, private Intereſt or De- 
figns have prevail'd over ſome of the Inhabi- 
tants, to declare for an open Trade, and more 


particularly the Iſland of — but its to 
be confider'd, that the Spaniſh Trade gives 
them this turn, but if they were only con- 
fider'd in manufacturing Sugar, they wou'd 
find reaſon from their ſmall Profit on that 
Commodity, to rectify their Judgment; and 
ſeeing the Sugar Trade is the principal Inte- 
reſt and Concern of this Kingdom, with re- 
ped the Government 
will take proper Meaſures to ſecure it, by put- 


ting the Affrican Trade quickly under the beſt 


Eſtabliſhment, and fall on proper Expedients, 
ot only to recover the Plantations from the 
languiſhing Condition they have been brought 
nder by the War, ſome of them eſpecially, 
that have by the Enemy been Ruin'd, their 
Houſes and Works Burnt, and their Slaves 
arried away from them, but put them under 
uch an Eſtabliſhment for the future, that 
when they have the Bleſſing of a general 


Weace, they may be alſo ſecure from other 


Oppreſſions, that they have labour'd under, 
ven to the diſtracting and impoveriſhing the 
moſt conſiderable Planters amongſt them. 
wah rae; mo 22 fin Theſe 


C3 

Theſe are things that much concern Her Ma- 
jeſty and Her Dominions; it was the extra- 
ordinary Genious and diligent Application of 
the great Miniſter Colbaroxato Trade and Na- 
vigation, that advanc'd the Grandeur of the 
French Nation, together with his excellent 
Regulation of the Finances, more than all 
the Undertakings of the preceding Miniſters 
of that Prince, and 3 the French were a 
People very little diſposd to Trade; there- 
fore the Britiſh Subjects who have exceeded all 
other Nations in their Capacity towards Set- 
tlements/ abroad, cannot fail of making grea- 
ter Progreſs in Trade and Navigation; and 
more eſpecially ſeeing Her Majeſty has at 
preſent a Miniſtry, who are remarkable for 
their Learning, Experience, and great Sagacity 
in publick Affairs ; and that ſuch a Founda- 
tion has been already laid for inlarging the 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, as 
will in ſpite of all Malice ſhew the ſuperior 
Genious of the principal Founder thereof. 
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